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By Harry Zirkelbach 09-20-2010

Ez/(//o/fng Codes in most stales refa/re Cwo exits o amy a/we///‘ng,
Ffor fire and related safety concerns.

While this is reasonable and wuniversally accepted, in all homes of
youth,y every home had one door
where the world entered the house.
THS was the back door Chrough which de/Veries and visitdors cwere

welcomed.

And in the vears there, no nezghéor ever locked the back door.
Later e wortlld learn there was a secondary reason for tAs.
The homes, built just after WWI, all locks using the sanre
Skeleton (ey. And, Just in case, adut/ts knecw there woelld be a nai/
Somewhere on the porch Fror which hung a Skeleton ,éey.

Dar/ng Swrmmer that back door was Seldorr shed.

Instead, Che entry cwas quarded éy 2he screen door. THs door
aleoays shut with a éang y caused by a amazingly sturdy cwire spring,
attac hed on one end o Che inside J‘amé of Che door Frame and on
Lhe other, the Screen's lower rud-level crossbar. then a stranger
knocked on the Ffront of our house, they cere instructed, " Go
arowund back.” In +uct owr parents fad locked the Front door once,
said 2hey lost he Key, were reluctant to have the Front door wused.

Barging of the screen door was pertormed 5}/ everyone in our
F£arnly, and \94&95&5 loo. Its Zatloo expecled at every home in Che
\////age. Especially on departitre; Entering was another 2rial, Sewrnging
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2he Screen back oud Far enoagh Zo prevent it Fror h/‘fi/‘nﬂ those
entering, either on leg, foot or butt. Still a great Aczng

12 helped that our screen door was sturdy, //:9/75/5/ made, mostly
screen. Dad £t the screen snugly to the door which did not
botnce on closing. It was a rare home cwhere the screen door had
a cleverly deS/gned closer, ¢hat ,éepZ‘ Che screen closed for lesser
events, like the cat opening the door with its nose, then head, go
get oul. Besides, our well #i¢ted screen Kept a decent sea/ aganst
Flies and the other #lying critters, for a least one summer.

In those Pennsylvania winter, the Screen door could tafe a Aeaf/ng
when Snow SCorms were accomparned 5}/ 54/85 inds. Sroeo
would build wp on the open porch. Those opering the back door
were greeted Lhad wall of Chin snow adhering to the screen,
and a Feco handful of’ sifted snow on the thread. Then Chis duty.
Knock the snow of ¥ Che screen coith any éanﬁ o the door itself,
Chen the gentle forceful push rear /e bottorr of the screen, to
Force the snow on the porch far enough acoay o exit, 3raz§ Zhe
shovel! and clear 2he porch, then the steps Zo Che growund.

That annwally rebuilt screed door created invigordating days #or our
Faruly and Cheir many guests.
Sorry I can 7 repeat thesr Coday .
We have no Screen door 2o our exit fror wWindsor (GGardens.



