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W then does childhood end?

For cack a diffenent counse. ot sunprisingly. for moost who ever lived, it was an
change can be tiivial - padsage of time: or brutal - neplacing a dead parent.

For this famdily a change began in the summen of 1929 when the parcnts bouglt
Zo a country plot of land without wicetics lite plumbing and electriccty.

Tte chilanen wene oo young to share the parents frefencace of house fayments

over nent. They did welcome the expanded uiew from eveny noom, to by, trees,

great distances, wot judt the yard|house wext door.  Pud they manveled at ever

changing dunrises to the eadt, the colone on that elevated straight line to the west
at sunset, summer and winter. Two events, defining everny day.

The litehien sink had faucets. attached to uothing. Water wow came from a
pamp 20 pacee outside the back deor. The children quickly learned that this
flastied back to the River, often looking clearer than when nemoved.

Hene, pall down of the pamp handle and after a few fall pulls -whoost:, clear
water gudhes from the pump, below and opposite the thandle. 7o the childnen, a
ground., Then carny the pale to the bitehen.



Thene, that bucket of water was equipped with a cupp (sometimes a ladle) from
telped themoelves to a dnink thie cool nefnedhument.
A stare the same cupp which never ueeded ninsing.
And Wom wsed that water bucket for ter meals,
canefully measarning the amount she remembened on nead from a necige.

Then that weed for many water pails for two largen tasks, the laundny Monday
mowing, the weebly Saturday bath evening. ot cnly was a dogen buckets
weeded for each, but the water was poaned inte a tub,

T time the pomping of water for both drinking and major tasks became a
For the boy, thie was Saturday afternson and Sunday evening, carrying necded
water to the bitchen, dumping eact full pall into the clean tub, 4 noatine

Tte boy was stdll a chidld. But the mother recoguised,
dome faction of hie childhood had ended,
Stie prayed ter daugliter would ocdle into an adult as
accefpting as this (ot necoguized dtep by her oldedt child.
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