DENVER STOCK SHOW
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In Denver, rougﬁfy two cf every seven Christmas afays have snow cm/ering all. It tends
to be the same on the fo[fowing month when the Annual Stock Show and Cl-(igﬁ Tinks
appear. Except this is over many rfays, at the fomm once known as the Denver

chﬁyan{.&

@eryone tends to agree the Stock Show is ermzrmining; hints cj" the Olds West, doesn’t’
smell too bad, centm[fy located, worth the search for warmth, western garﬁ the-
ﬂznd’afoot migﬁt wear. Yes, re[au’ve[y inexyensi\/e, cﬁanging c(aify‘

Back up to the 19505 for another side. You may not recall that Denver Stock Yards
Were still cyaemu’onaf year round. Cud’aﬁy, Swifr, Armour, Litvak and others
maintained substantial cattle and ﬁog Yards for processing these animals c{ai@. So
come Stock Show in january, there was am’pfe ﬁousing for animals. Not to mention_

5@[001’15 ancfea‘wries nearﬁyfor cowﬁoy anc{cuswmer‘

The visiu’ng cowﬁoys were not the onfy ones yﬁysica[fy clua[iﬁecf to ride, rope, cuss, get”
drunk and manhandle the (ﬁen um’u(y animal. gfoﬁevi[fe, home for many workers, as

wugﬁ as any other local or visitor.

The City of Denver dedicated a new Coliseum January 10, 1952, in time for that year’s
“National Western Stock Show. The joac/éers who had contributed much of the money for
this Euifd'ing had suggeswcf it he named National Western Stock Show Coliseum,
Instead the Eui[cfing was named the Denver Coliseum The sfigﬁt aside, the Euifd’ing“

Was a ﬁuge success, houses much of the rodeo and animal exhibits to this cfay.

Police security in those years at the Coliseum and Stock was were part of District 5’s

fregponsiﬁi[ity. To ymviafe security Oﬁcers were allowed no cfays qﬁ cfuring the two
Weeks @"’ the Stock Show. Those not worﬁing regu[ar }oatro[,



Worked at the Stock Show, afrernoons and m’gﬁts.

And year(y, those f]cmuarys were cold, snowy. fveryone attencfing dressed warm(y‘
When Policemen [efr the comfort of their work station en mass, rﬁey could appear to be-
almost immobile. Oﬁi’cers patroﬂéc[ assignecf areas in gatﬁerings cj" at least three.
Visitors tended to be accommocfau’ng, Cowﬁoys ﬁe[figerent.

“Men ﬁancffing animal cfai[y that outweigﬁec[ them Ey a facwr of ﬁve give or take,
“Were not apt to be intimidated in a misundérsmmﬁng with men who a}a}aearec[ too
Marmfy dressed to move. Then there was the booze, attitudes, earlier arrests, Emgging.
Some nigﬁts,saying hello without a Eig smile could be understood as insu[’a’ng, cause a_
melee, men ﬂai[ing at one other all over those projaem’es, with mayﬁe one Enowing what”
had insu’gamf the ﬁgﬁt But once a figﬁt Eegcm, even the timid soul migﬁt throw a_
f}mncﬁ. The scene, Police ini’a’a[@ outnumbered, quicﬁfy reinforcecf Ey available Jaatro[s
cars, peace restored, hands shook, none arrested. Quiet until the next drunk fe[’r (ﬁfencﬁzc{
Few m’gﬁts Jaassecf without the Stoc/éyarcf qﬁcers returning fooﬁing [ike notﬁing had.
ﬁa}a}aenecf And the faugﬁmr, camaraderie, stories retold Bgcore each went home,

Tepeating each adventure to their famify.

Latte part of that decade, with [ittle notice, national }aac/éing houses in Denver, were all
closed, accepting a national cﬁcmge in meat processing. Men and famiﬁes that had.
collected in gfoﬁevi[ﬂz to be near work, cfrgcwd’ away,. Quieter now, the area fore\/er
cﬁcmgecf

Those cowﬁoys yeﬁorming at the Stock show, became more }orcfessiona[, [ess Eeﬁigerent.
The Denver Police no fonger manned the barricades. Instead became free to work at the-
Stock Show on the c[ays oﬁf, [ittle hassle, extra pay, 1f tﬁey wished.






