AN OLD CHRISTMAS CAROL

by Vera Blaine

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” is a song that has lasted through centuries and its exact origin is not known. The song was first published in England in 1780 and many variations of the lyrics have evolved since then.

The meaning of the lyrics has never been clearly explained, but the melody and description of the gifts that the true love has given follow the general pattern. In 1909 an English composer wrote an arrangement of music for this song, and the melody from his arrangement eventually became the standard melody that we hear today.

Through the centuries, there have been a great number of variations and parodies. The melody remains the same, but in the past, several parodies were popular. One example was the 1979 TV special performance by singer John Denver and the popular children’s program “The Muppets”. The melody and the lyrics were not changed, and the Muppet characters performed according to their TV personalities. In other performances the melody always remains the same, but the lyrics vary greatly, There have been recordings where the lyrics feature the main character animals making a list of what they want Santa to bring them for Christmas and a Simpson episode called “The Fight Before Christmas”.

Even different regions of the world manage to adapt this old Christmas Carol to their surroundings. Australia uses the most common English version, but also uses alternatives such as replacing the traditional gifts with their native animals, kangaroos, wallabies, and koala bears. They retain the standard melody.

In 2009 Clarion Books published a book by Pat Mora called “A Piñata in a Pine Tree: A Latino Twelve Days of Christmas” written in Spanish, complete with pictures and music. Piñatas were used in place of partridges, and there were donkeys dancing and singing moons. That same year TV commercials for Best Buy and iPhone3G sang the song with modified lyrics.

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” may be an old Christmas Carol but it never loses its popularity.

